
From: Spry ORourk, Linda
To: Scan, OGCC
Subject: FW: Lake Fox
Date: Friday, October 28, 2011 9:42:13 AM
Attachments: DWRpermit[1].tif

Amber,
 
Please associate the attached document with facility 149016, using title “Letter from DWR to
Encana 9/9/2005”  with receipt date of 10/27/2011.
Please also pdf the email below and associate it with the same facility id and with complaint
200326640.
 
Thanks.
 
Linda Spry O'Rourke
Environmental Protection Specialist, Northwest Region
Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission
707 Wapiti Court
Suite 204
Rifle, CO 81650
 
(970) 625-2497 Office
(970) 625-5682 Fax
(970) 309-3356 Cellular
linda.spryorourk@state.co.us
 

From: Middleton, Brett A. [mailto:Brett.Middleton@encana.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 5:18 PM
To: Spry ORourk, Linda
Cc: Friesen, Kathy
Subject: Lake Fox
 
Linda, I spoke with David Grisso Encana Operations Lead he has agreed to a sample
collection at Lake Fox, we will forward sample analysis upon receipt.  
 
I was looking at documents under the Facility ID and found a letter from the DWR with a
statement requiring an emergency spillway even though it is a non-jurisdictional
dam. The document has been attached.
 
Operations procedures require that freeboard be maintained 2 feet below the emergency
spillway, a visible line is on the liner indicating this level.
 
We do not have security cameras on location but there is a 6' fence surrounding the pond. A
manifold system is in place for the transfer of fluids but the piping is currently disconnected
and plugged.
 
A drill rig is scheduled to move to Grass Mesa in December and pond water will be used at
that time.
 
I hope this answers most of your questions.
If you have any other questions or get any additional details please let me know.
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Encana Oil and Gas USA, Inc.
2717 COR 215 Suite 100 Breton Begineer
Parachute, CO 81635
RE:  Non-Jurisdictional Dam Application:
Lake Fox Water Storage Facility
Dear Mr. Grisso:

We have reviewed your Notice of Intent to Construct a Non Jurisdictional Dam for the Lake Fox Water
Storage Facility. Date of receipt was August 30, 2005, During the review, it was discovered that this dam
has already been built and approved under a different name —~ Grass Mesa Holding Pit, by letter sent to you
in the spring of 2004. We understand that there will be a change in usage of this pond from raw water
storage to waste water storage resulting from drilling operations and thus the new Notice of Intent and
renaming of the structure. The pond has a volume of 9.68 Acre-feet, an area of 1.61 acres and a verfical
height of 9.5, The vertical height is defined as the vertical distance from the low point in the undisturbed
natursl terrain at the dam’s centerline, to the crest of the emergency spillway. It is not the total height of
the dam from the bottom of the excavated pond of 15’ as stated in the notice. Also, from a field inspection, it
was estimated that this dam is a low public safety hazard by our definitions if it were to fail with storage to
the crest of the emergency spillway. As such, the dam is non-jurisdictional by definition and we find the
notice acceptable.

This acceptance is contingent upon that the basic dam and emergency spillway dimensions are not
altered. We understand that the Qil and Gas Commission may frown upon allowing for an emergency
spillway, but for dam aafety reasons, our office requires.one. This spillway is not meant to pass any
wastewater, but is needed for an emergency only if problems occur in controlling the inflow. This spillway
will keep the dam from overtopping, which would result in a catastrophic failure of the dam. We may be
performing periodic inspections of this facility to make sure it is not altered.

We appreciated your cooperation and submittal. If you have any questions, please contact me at (970) 945
5665. .

Sincerely Yours,
/&,(; WL

John Blair, P.E.
Div. 5 Dam Safety Engineer

ce! Alan Martellaro, Division Engineer’
Jim Lemon, Water Commissioner )
Jimmy Smith, Wagon Wheel Consulting






 

Brett Middleton
Encana Oil & Gas (USA)Inc.
Environmental Field Coordinator
970.987.4650 Cell
970.285.2739 Office

 
 
 
This email communication and any files transmitted with it may contain
confidential and or proprietary information and is provided for the 
use of the
intended recipient only. Any review, retransmission or dissemination 
of this
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