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October 23, 2010
Dear COGCC.:

I am writing this Ietter as a concerned property owner on Silt Mesa in Silt CO in response
to the newspaper article regarding the gas well density plan for Silt Mesa. My husband and
I are both natives of the Roaring Fork Valley. We bought our house on ten acres in 2006,
this was our dream to raise our kids in the country as we were. Life has been great on Silt
Mesa until a gas well was erected on Pretti Lane, we then saw one sprout up on the top of
Cedar Hills, not too much later, to our dismay one was put above Peach Valley on Sikt
Mesa. Now it seems Mr. Pollard has aliowed a well to be drilled on his property about a
mile and half from our property. Antero Resources has descended on Silt Mesa in a very
short time without regard to traffic issues, concerned property owners, wildlife and most
importantly protection of our water and air quality. I was very disappointed someone in
the Antero circle retaliated when a concern property owner put up signs alerting people to
the danger of frac’ing chemicals. This energy company is supposed to be a steward of the
land, it is a privlege not a right to access private property to extract gas. When a property
owner allows an energy company to drill there is no regard to the neighbors, wildlife, or
traffic concerns. There is plenty of vacant land in the middle of nowhere to drill for gas.
We need to exhaust all that untapped gas that does not adversely affect people, potable
water or wildlife.

I am gravely concerned for the safety and wellbeing of my children and myself with all the
gas drilling activity that is being allowed so close to dwellings. There have been studies as
to the toxicity of the chemicals used to fracture the gas from the earth’s crust. Thaven’t
seen any results that are favorable to humans. Not only am I worried for the people, but
cattle graze on these pastures and can consume water and grass that may be contaminated
with these toxins. We will be forever adversely affecting our food chain. Reading about
people who live close to gas wells that have been afflicted by strange medical conditions
and tumors is very worrisome. I work in the medical field and have witnessed many
people seek medical treatment for strange ailments that are life threatening. When brought
to the attention of the energy companies they are not supported but shunned. There has
not been enough research as to the effects of these chemicals and the exposure to humans.



I plan to urge every Coloradoan to join me in the fight to create tighter regulations and
stricter standards for all the energy companies that want to drill here. I truly believe that
gas drilling will negatively affect every Colorado resident in some way. 1 hope that you
will take my letter into consideration and not change the gas well density plan to every 10
acres, it will not only drive property values down, but increase exposure to dangerous
chemicals to our famities.

I am also very disheartened by the lack of planning for increased large truck traffic to
these narrow county roads. I drive a small car and have already been nearly run off the
road with these huge trucks. These narrow rural roads were not built to sustain heavy
truck traffic. The noise and bright lights are very disrupted to not only neighbors but
wildlife as well.

Please take into consideration the impacts to hard working families, our precious water,
air quality, traffic and wildlife. Let’s hold these energy companies to a very strict standard
and listen closely to the people whom this affects the most. Thank you for listening.

Jim and Nikki Fender
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