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September 15, 2014 
 
The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (“COGCC”) met on September 15, 2014, 
at the COGCC Denver Office, 1120 Lincoln St., Suite 801, Denver, CO 80203. 
 
Monday, September 15, 2014 - Roll Call of Commissioners: 
 

Present: 
 

Tom Compton   Chairman 
Andrew Spielman  Vice-Chairman  
Richard D. Alward   Commissioner  
Mike King   Commissioner 
Bill Hawkins   Commissioner 
John Benton    Commissioner  
Deann Craig   Commissioner 
Larry Wolk   Commissioner (late – arrived at 10:55 a.m.) 
Matt Lepore    Director  
Jake Matter   Assistant Attorney General 
Robert J. Frick   Hearings Manager 
 

Absent:  
 
 Tommy Holton   Commissioner 
 

Approval of Proceedings: 
 
Commissioner Spielman made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 28, 2014. The 
motion was seconded by Benton and approved unanimously. Commissioner Craig abstained 
from the approval, because she was absent from the hearing.  
 
Commissioner Benton made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 8, 2014 special 
meeting of the Commission.  The motion was seconded by Executive Director King and 
approved unanimously. Chairman Compton abstained from the approval because he was not 
present at the meeting.  
 
Director’s Report:   
 
COGCC Director Lepore noted the following: 
 

1) September 2013 Floods – Today is a day to remember that last year, floods took ten 
lives and destroyed hundreds of homes and displaced thousands. Most of the flooding 
took place in the most active oil fields in Colorado. The magnitude took many people by 
surprise and it took COGCC a few days to coordinate its response. Within a few days, 
information was flowing from the field to the Denver office and then to the Governor’s 
office. COGCC staff conducted multiple field assessments to analyze the impacts.  John 
Axelson will give an update on the COGCC’s flood response, but I want to acknowledge 
the tremendous work that COGCC staff did throughout last fall and preparation for any 
future emergency. The flood response showed the COGCC staff at its very best and we 
all can be proud of the work that was done. 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

COGCC Minutes – September 15, 2014             Page 2 of 32 

 
2) Drill Cuttings Management Policy – The increase in horizontal drilling has also led to an 

increase in the drill cutting produced in the process. At the time they were enacted, 
COGCC rules did not contemplate these large volumes of drill cuttings. As a result, 
COGCC staff and stakeholders have developed a policy to fill this gap.  
 

3) Enforcement and Penalty Rulemaking – The current rulemaking to implement HB 1356, 
increasing the Commission’s statutory authority with respect to violations, is underway. 
The former $10,000 penalty limit has been eliminated.  The rules that have required the 
majority of the changes are 522 and 523. The Commission also created a new rule for 
service – Rule 521. The rulemaking is also clarifying other rules to make it clearer what 
the rule requires and what constitutes noncompliance. The next stakeholder meeting is 
this Thursday, September 18, 2014, and will focus on Rules 522 and 523, which have 
been in public domain since September 3. The following stakeholder meeting, to be held 
on October 3, will focus on the Enforcement and Penalty Guidance. 

 
4) Request of Director King at August Special meeting – Director King requested that 

COGCC staff reassess its implementation of Rule 604.c.(2)E(i) regarding multiwall pads 
on the Form 2A. More specifically, Director King requested that if a proposed location is 
within 1,000 feet of a building unit, the Commission requires a showing that other 
locations further away were considered and were ruled out. In response, the 
Commission revised the Form 2A, posted for reivew today, to require: 1) distances 
between production facilities and certain buildings, in addition to wells and certain 
buildings; 2) an indication whether there is a production facility that serves multiple wells 
and indicate whether it is 1,000 feet within a building; 3) a certification that the facility is 
as far as possible from a building unit and a description and documentation to support 
this analysis. It is fundamentally a tracking and information-gathering process. These 
changes will take effect October 1, 2014. 
 

5) Local Government Liaisons – Over the last three months, the Local Government 
Liaisons have made a concerted effort to bring more local governments into the LGD 
program. The LGD program has grown from 144 local governments to 163 local 
governments.  

6) Personnel – The COGCC has five new staff members, three permitting and completion 
technicians, and two field inspectors. The COGCC currently has a 2% vacancy rate. I 
would like to thank Margaret Ash, Field Inspection Manager, for her efforts in hiring new 
field inspectors over the last 16 months in response to the legislative directive. 
 

7) Drilling and permit activity – We anticipate a total of 4,000 permits will be issued in 2014. 
Permit and Form 2A processing times are both decreasing.  

 
DNR Executive Director’s Report: 

 
DNR Director King noted the following: 
 

1) The Governor’s Task Force has been selected and we are pleased with level of talent of 
the individuals who have agreed to be a part of the Task Force. The Task Force will be 
comprised of 21 people charged with balancing competing interests in one of the most 
challenging issues the Governor has faced. The Task Form may make legislative, 
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administrative, and regulatory recommendations due in 2015. The first meeting will be 
held on September 25th in Denver and will be followed by at least three meetings outside 
of Denver. At all meetings there will be opportunities for public comment. The Task 
Force will also have a webpage that will post all documents given to Task Force 
members and opportunity for public comment on the webpage. It is intended to wrap up 
on February 27, 2015, in time for the legislative session.   
 

2) The Colorado Water Plan is well on its way to the draft’s completion by December 2014. 
Water in the state is another contentious issue and this Plan will describe and be a part 
of an iterative learning process where assumptions are adjusted for realities.  

 
Commissioner Comments 
 
Chairman Compton recommended that the Commission provide a report to the Governor’s Task 
Force discussing the fact that the Commission has been struggling with the same issues the 
Task Force will address.  
 
Commissioner King noted that a large portion of the Task Force’s first meeting will be spent 
going over the rules and processes of the Commission.  
 
Public Comments: 

1) Trisha Golding – resident of Greeley speaking on behalf of the Frontier Academy Parent 
Group. At the Greeley meeting, I expressed the hope that you would begin to enforce 
Rule 604 and am happy to see that you are considering this rule and taking the time to 
meet with us to discuss these changes to the Form 2A. We also appreciate that COGCC 
will continue to engage operators in the location process and help ensure that they are 
as far as possible from building units. However, many parents and community members 
have mentioned to me that COGCC will approve any project without consideration for 
safety. I am still fearful about the S. Greeley Directional Project ’s risk, which could be 
eliminated. I want to thank Commissioner Craig for expressing same concerns about 
multiwell pads, which are effectively offshore platforms on shore. This information should 
also be submitted to the Governor’s Task Force and that projects that endanger 
communities not be approved. In the last eight months, there have been six oil and gas 
related emergencies in Weld County. We’re grateful that S. Greeley Directional Project 
will be reconsidered and an alternate location will be considered. We also ask that public 
comment be reopened to comment on this Form 2A and comment does not begin until 
the file is complete. 
 

2) Travis Schantz – resident of Greeley, reminding the Commission that residents are still 
impacted from incidences near building and schools. A recent spill/release rerouted 
traffic for hours, even though the spill was relatively small, and fire fighters’ response 
was to “pray for rain.” I ask that the COGCC to commit to reporting the fires, accidents, 
and spills that occur a minimum distance from buildings. I do not mean that oil and gas is 
more dangerous than any other industry, but it does not belong in residential areas.  
 

3) Wendy Highby – resident of Greeley and Weld Air and Water member. Belated thanks to 
Weld County’s LGD, Brad Mueller, who requested that the public comment period be 
extended for the Midwest Oil and Gas Project Development. In the last month and a half, 
we witnessed the failure of the Propositions 88 and 89. I have shifted my attention to the 
Task Force and hope that they find consensus. On August 27, Mineral Resources 
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withdrew applications for the Midtown site, and although the location permits won’t 
expire until 2016, we are very happy that a more appropriate location has been chosen. 
The Midtown Location was previously chosen because the land was already owned by 
the operator. I too would encourage the Commission to enforce Rule 604. Sometimes it 
appears that industry aims high with an absurd number of wells. The Commission should 
let operators know that the permitting process is a serious process. We are the guinea 
pigs in this oil and gas experiment – the state is proactive in developing resources and 
not precautionary towards public health.  
 

4) Alice Boyle – resident of Greeley and Weld Air and Water member. A group of us have 
come before to advocate for stricter regulations of the oil and gas industry. Do not label 
us as advocating against oil and gas or as being against progress and economic 
development. This Commission exists to discern how oil and gas can be extracted with 
least amount of damage to the planet and its citizens. 
 

5) Kristina Bane – resident of Greeley and Weld Air and Water member. I became a 
member of this group after I received a mineral lease related to the Midtown project. I 
too would encourage the Commission to enforce Rule 604. It shouldn’t be a right to 
develop near a school, it should be a privilege. When the oil companies send out their 
mineral leases, it would be nice if they were honest and the public had an easy way to 
obtain information. I find the Commission’s website confusing. Notification requirements 
should be broader – anyone who will have to be evacuated if there is a problem should 
be notified. In Greeley, we have immigrant populations. If a proposed location is next to 
a big apartment complex, like the Gilbert Wells, notice should be given to them in a way 
that they can understand and there should be an Emergency Preparedness Plan. The 
Plan should be required before the permits get approved.  
 

6) Irene Fortune – resident of Loveland. I am a retired chemist with 30 years in chemical 
industry and I ended my career in chemical regulations. I burnt out on the regulation 
portion because I had to say no a lot. My managers told me that regulatory decisions – 
even if the answer was no – saved our business time and resources. If this Commission 
and the permit technicians said no more often, private industry would be pressured to be 
more careful and considerate and there would be less need for ballot measures.  

 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
With 60 matters listed for the Consent Agenda, Chairman Compton suggested that, in the 
interest of time, the Commission consider all matters on the Consent Agenda as a single group 
(not including the Enforcement Group). 
 
Commissioner Alward recused himself from discussing or voting on Groups I and T.  
 
Commissioner Benton moved to approve the Consent Agenda (except Groups I and T, which 
were voted on separately, with Commissioner Alward recused), as recommended by staff, as 
follows: 
 
Group A 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-271, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
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Applicant: Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Subject any nonconsenting 
interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the 
earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-
60-116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Baldon 31-1H Well (API 
No. Pending) and Baldon 31-2H Well (API No. Pending). 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-272, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Subject any nonconsenting 
interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the 
earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-
60-116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Loomis 2-3H Well (API No. 
05-123-39927) and Loomis 2-6H Well (API No. 05-123-39929). 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-273, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Subject any nonconsenting 
interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the 
earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-
60-116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Green 1-2H Well (API No. 
05-13-39926) and Green 1-3H Well (API No. 05-123-39924). 
 

Group B 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-262, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: PDC Energy, Inc. 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-265, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: PDC Energy, Inc. 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-269, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: PDC Energy, Inc. 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
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Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 160-acre designated wellbore spacing unit established for the Application 
Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell-Niobrara Formation. 

  
Group C 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-259, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 160-acre designated wellbore spacing unit established for the Application 
Lands, for the development and operation of the J-Sand Formation. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-260, Wattenberg Field, Broomfield & Weld Counties 
Applicant: Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 640-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation 
 
Docket No. 1409-UP-264, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Noble Energy, Inc 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-267, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Noble Energy, Inc 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Declare Order No. 407-2013 
applicable to previously unlocatable parties, but not subject those parties to the cost 
recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7)(b), C.R.S.; 2) Pool all interests in two approximate 
720-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units established for the Application 
Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 

 
Group D 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2109, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1280-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
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production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) 
Approve up to two horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2110, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate a well exception 
location established by Order No. 535-101 for Section 31, Township 3 South, Range 64 
West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre exploratory drilling and spacing 
unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons 
from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Approve up to two horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Group E 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-268, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Pool all interests in an 
approximate 960-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-278, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
149-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles (including the Sego 
Sandstone) Formations; 2) Approve up to four directional and vertical wells within the 
unit. 

 
Group F 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-252, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in three 
approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations, effective as of the date of the Application. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-253, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 160-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
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Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell Formation, effective 
as of the date of the Application. 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-255, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations. 

 
Group G 
 

Docket No. 1309-AW-65, Ignacio-Blanco Field, La Plata County 
Applicant: Coleman Oil & Gas, Inc. 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis  
 
Subject: Request for an order to: 1) approve up to four additional infill wells in the 
N½ of Section 16, Township 33 North, Range 7 West, 6th P.M. (“Application Lands”), an 
approximate 320-acre drilling and spacing unit; 2) reduce the previously established 
outer boundary setback from 990 feet to 660 feet within the Application Lands; 3) 
eliminate any interior quarter section setbacks; and 4) limit surface locations to no more 
than four pads within the Application Lands. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2134, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Bill Barrett Corporation 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Maintain two approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order Nos. 407-779 and 535-4 for 
Sections 18 and 19, Township 6 North, Range 61 West, P.M., for the production of 
existing oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) Vacate 
Order Nos. 407-825 and 535-385; 3) Vacate Order Nos. 407-824 and 535-384; 4) 
Establish an approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, 
for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 
5) Approve up to eight horizontal wells within the 1280-acre drilling and spacing unit. 
 

Group H 
 

Docket No. 1407-UP-196, Grand Valley Field, Garfield County 
Applicant: Caerus Piceance LLC 
Attorneys: J. Michael Morgan & Justin M. Plaskov 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Subject any nonconsenting 
interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the 
earlier of the date of the Application, or the date the costs are specified under §34-60-
116(7), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Island Ranch 23A-13 Well (API 
No. 05-045-22400), Island Ranch 23B-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22403), Island Ranch 
23C-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22399), Island Ranch 23D-13 Well (API No. 05-045-
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22393), Island Ranch 24A-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22400), Island Ranch 24B-13 Well 
(API No. 05-045-22394), Island Ranch 24C-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22404), and Island 
Ranch 24D-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22396). 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-256, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Synergy Resources Corporation 
Attorneys: Michael Morgan & Justin Plaskov 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in an 
approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations. 

 
Group J 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2111, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  1) Vacate an approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-89 for Section 26, 
Township 3 South, Range 64 West, 6th P.M.; 3) Establish an approximate 1280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 3) Approve up to two 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2112, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  1) Vacate two approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order No. 535-89 for Sections 20 and 
21, Township 3 South, Range 65 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 3) Approve up to two 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2113, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,280-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) 
Approve up to two horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2116, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
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Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate two approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order No. 535-89 for Sections 32 and 
33, Township 3 South, Range 65 West, P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1,280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Approve up to two 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2118, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
Applicant: ConocoPhillips Company 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Modify Order No. 535-97 
only to allow for the lateral of a given horizontal well to enter the Niobrara Formation 
anywhere within the unit. 

 
Group K 
 

Docket No. 1409-UP-258, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Synergy Resources Corporation 
Attorneys: Randall J. Feuerstein & Kevin K. Gallaway 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in four 
approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations. 

 
Group L 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2117, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,366-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2119, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,343-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 

Group M 
 

Docket No. 1407-SP-2081, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Carrizo Oil and Gas, Inc. 
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Attorneys: Elizabeth Y. Spencer 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate an approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-1 as to Section 26, 
Township 8 North, Range 61 West, 6th P.M., 2) Vacate an approximate 640-acre drilling 
and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-69 as to Section 35, Township 8 North, 
Range 61 West, 6th P.M.; 3) Vacate Order No. 535-139 in its entirety; 4) Vacate Order 
No. 535-238 as it applies to Section 26, Township 8 North, Range 61 West, 6th P.M., 5) 
Establish an approximate 960-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for 
the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 6) 
Approve up to 16 horizontal wells for the approximate 960-acre drilling and spacing unit 
to be established for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 
 

Group N 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2104, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Foundation Energy Fund III-A, L.P.,  
 Foundation Energy Fund III-B Holding, L.L.C., 
 Foundation Energy Fund IV-A, L.P., and  
 Foundation Energy Fund IV-B Holding, L.L.C., by and through 

Foundation Energy Management, L.L.C. 
Attorneys: Joseph C. Pierzchala & Stephen J. Sullivan 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate an approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-418 for Section 34, 
Township 8 North, Range 60 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre 
drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 

 
Group O 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2121, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2123, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
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Docket No. 1409-SP-2124, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,296-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2125, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,300-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2131, Mamm Creek Field, Garfield County 
Applicant: Ursa Operating Company LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate an approximate 
320-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 191-90 for the S½ of Section 
11, Township 6 South, Range 92 West, 6th P.M., for development and production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles Formations of the 
Mesaverde Group; 2)  Vacate an approximate 160-acre drilling and spacing unit 
established by Order No. 191-100 for the NE¼ of Section 11, Township 6 South, Range 
92 West, 6th P.M., for development and production of oil, gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles Formations; 3) Establish an approximate 
320-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles Formations. 4) Approve up to 
one well per 10-acre well density within the unit. 

 
Group P 
 

Docket No. 1406-UP-162, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Pool all interests, including, 
but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral interests, in an 
approximate 480-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation, 
effective as of the date of the Application. 
 
Docket No. 1406-UP-164, Wattenberg Field, Weld County  
Applicant: Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
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Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Pool all interests, including, 
but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral interests, in an 
approximate 240-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell Formation, effective 
as of the date of the Application. 

 
Docket No. 1406-UP-165, Wattenberg Field, Weld County  
Applicant: Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Pool all interests, including, 
but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral interests, in an 
approximate 480-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation, 
effective as of the date of the Application. 

 
Group Q 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2126, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,270-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2127, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,270-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2128, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,263-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2129, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
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Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2130, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2133, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Cirque Resources LP 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,272-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, 
gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Group R 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2107, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Bonanza Creek Energy LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate Order No. 407-
539; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application 
Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara and 
Codell Formations; 3) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2120, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Bonanza Creek Energy LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate two approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 407-501 for Sections 14 and 
23, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 2) Vacate Order Nos. 407-642 
and 535-163, 407-661, and 407-662, as they apply to Section 23, Township 7 North, 
Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons 
from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Vacate Order No. 407-661 as it applies to Section 14, 
Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 4) Vacate Order No. 407-662 as 
it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M., for the production 
of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation. 5) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
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production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations; 6) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-UP-266, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Bonanza Creek Energy LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & Joseph M. Evers 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate two approximate 
640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 407-501 for Sections 14 and 
23, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 2) Vacate Order Nos. 407-642 
and 535-163, 407-661, and 407-662, as they apply to Section 23, Township 7 North, 
Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons 
from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Vacate Order No. 407-661 as it applies to Section 14, 
Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 4) Vacate Order No. 407-662 as 
it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M., for the production 
of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation. 5) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations; 6) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Group S 
 

Docket No. 1409-SP-2108, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Great Western Operating Company, LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate an approximate 
320-acre drilling and spacing unit (“DSU #1”) established by Order No. 407-742 for 
Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Modify Order No. 407-742 to 
reflect a corrected acreage of 450 acres for the drilling and spacing unit (“DSU #2”) 
established for Sections 19 and 30, Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M., 3) 
Vacate Order No. 407-851 in its entirety. 4)  Modify DSU #2 to allow only one horizontal 
well, the Raindance FD 19-21HN Well (API No. 05-123-37633), within the approximate 
450-acre drilling and spacing unit.. 
 
Docket No. 1409-UP-251, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Applicant: Great Western Operating Company, LLC 
Attorneys: Jamie L. Jost & James P. Parrot 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Subject any nonconsenting 
interests in an approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established for Section 16, 
Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M. to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-
116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that 
any of the costs specified in §34-60-116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling 
of the DeTienne FD 16-022HC Well (API No. 05-123-39630). 

 
Commissioner Craig seconded the motion and the Consent Agenda, except Groups I and T, 
was approved unanimously.  
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MATTERS CONSIDERED SEPARATELY 
 
Commissioner Benton moved to approve Groups I and T of the Consent Agenda, as 
recommended by staff, as follows: 
 
Group I 

 
Docket No. 1409-UP-276, Unnamed Field, Rio Blanco County 
Applicant: WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
600-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas, 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos, Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota 
Formations (collectively, the “Deep Formations”); and 2) Approve up to eight horizontal, 
vertical, and directional wells within the unit. 
 
Docket No. 1409-UP-279, Sulphur Creek  Field, Rio Blanco County 
Applicant: WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
149-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles (including the Sego 
Sandstone) Formations; 2) Approve up to four directional and vertical wells within the 
unit. 
 

Group T 
 

Docket No. 1409-AW-23, Unnamed Field, Garfield County 
Applicant: WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: Approve an additional 72 
horizontal, directional, or vertical horizontal wells, for a total of up to 80 horizontal, 
directional, or vertical horizontal wells within the approximate 2499.80-acre drilling and 
spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the Mancos, Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations 
(collectively, the “Deep Formations”). 
 
Docket No. 1409-SP-2103, Grand Valley Field, Garfield County 
Applicant: WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
1,770-acre exploratory drilling unit for the Application Lands, for the production of gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos (including the Sego Sandstone), 
Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively "Deep Formations"). 2) 
Approve up to 60 horizontal, vertical or directional wells within the unit. 
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Docket No. 1409-SP-2136, Unnamed Field, Garfield County 
Applicant: WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC 
Attorneys: Robert A. Willis & Jillian Fulcher 
 
Subject: Request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an approximate 
2,400-acre exploratory drilling unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos, (including the Sego Sandstone) 
Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively, the “Deep Formations”); 
2) Approve up to 80 horizontal, directional, or vertical horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Commissioner Spielman seconded the motion and Groups I and T were approved unanimously. 
Commissioner Alward recused himself from deliberations and voting on these matters. 
 
Group - Enforcement 
 
Chairman Compton asked if any Commissioners had a conflict of interest or recusals with any of 
the items within the Enforcement Group. No conflicts of interest were reported or recusals 
requested. 
 
Commissioner Alward moved for the approval of Enforcement Group A, as recommended by 
Staff, as follows:  
 

Docket No. 1406-OV-47  Julander Energy Company 
Staff: Britta Beckstead   
 
Subject: Staff requests approval of an AOC with Julander Energy Company 
imposing a $15,000 penalty for two violations of Rule 326.b.(1) at the Coffeepot Springs 
Well and Yellow Cat Well in Moffat County. The AOC allows for a payment plan of five 
payments of $3,000 over seven months.  
 
Docket No. 1407-OV-56  ME III Corporation 
Staff: Mari Deminski, AAG    
 
Subject: Pursuant to Rule 522.c., the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission Staff will apply to the Commission for an Order Finding Violation against 
ME III Corporation (Operator No. 52060).   
 
Docket No. 1409-OV-60  Carrizo Oil and Gas Inc.  
Staff: Jeremy I. Ferrin   
 
Subject: Pursuant to Rule 522.c., the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission Staff will apply to the Commission for an Order Finding Violation (“OFV”) 
against Carrizo Oil and Gas Inc. (Operator No. 10338), pursuant to the allegations made 
in the Notice of Alleged Violation (“NOAVs”). 
 
Docket No. 1409-OV-62  Tekton Windsor LLC 
Staff: Peter Gowen    
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Subject: Staff requests approval of an AOC with Tekton Windsor LLC  (Operator 
No. 10392) imposing a $2,000 fine for a violation of Rule 318Ae(4) because the Tekton 
did not submit analytical results of baseline groundwater samples or submit a Sundry 
Notice requesting an exception to this rule before spudding the first wells on two 
separate locations in Weld County. 
 
Docket No. 1409-OV-65  ConocoPhillips Company 
Staff: Peter Gowen    
 
Subject: Staff requests approval of an AOC with ConocoPhillips Company  
(Operator No. 19160) imposing a $2,000 fine for violations of Rule 324A.a and Rule 
605.a arising out of a fire at its Tebo #33 Well (API# 05-005-07205) in Arapahoe County 
on April 22, 2014.  
 

Commissioner Benton seconded the motion and the matters on Enforcement Group A were 
approved unanimously.  
 
Drill Cutting Management Policy 
 
John Axelson, COGCC East Environmental Supervisor, and Greg York, Drilling and Completion 
Specialist for ConocoPhillips, presented a summary of the Drill Cuttings Management Policy 
and the stakeholder process used to develop the policy.  
 
Greg York described the stakeholder process. Ten companies, CPA, and COGA were invited to 
meet and the participants made presentations on how they were managing drill cuttings. A 
smaller group met multiple times over the summer with COGCC staff to develop the draft policy. 
The broader initial group than weighed in on the draft policy before it was finalized.  Mr. York 
mentioned that there was good collaboration among the stakeholder and COGCC staff and that 
the policy was a good result.  
 
John Axelson described the reason for the Drill Cutting Management Policy. The 2008 
rulemaking led to changes in practices in how operators were separating drilling mud and 
cuttings; however, the COGCC still has a rule that allows the land application of water-based 
bentonite fluids. Many operators started to manage drill cuttings through land application, even 
though the rule never intended for this to happen. We began working with operators to develop 
waste management plans, but we’ve also had several operators who didn’t know about the 
informal process and this resulted in some compliance issues. The new policy provides four 
options for operators to dispose of drill cuttings: 1) drying and burying (with sampling and 
analysis) under the Interim Reclamation procedures; 2) disposal at a commercial solid waste 
facility or centralized waste management facility; 3) disposal through land application as 
permitted by Rule 908; or 4) through private land application as a beneficial soil amendment, 
which requires a waste management plan. Operators can also propose an alternative for the 
COGCC to consider as an option.   
 
Commissioner Alward asked what type of area – use, size, or type – would have land 
application. John Axelson responded that the land application site depends on the size of the 
operator and their drilling program, regardless of the size, sites can only be used for three 
years. Commissioner Alward also inquired about the sampling requirements, whether composite 
samples are taken and whether mixing the cuttings into the soil is taken into account. John 
Axelson responded that the material does get diluted through composite sampling, but COGCC 
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staff has seen hundreds of results and after incorporation hasn’t seen any exceedances. In 
addition, if operators see any areas that warrant specific sampling, they are required under our 
rules to take a grab sample from that location. 
 
Commissioner Benton asked Greg York how industry would respond to such concerns. Mr. York 
responded that ConocoPhillips is comfortable with this approach since ConocoPhillips uses a 
closed-loop drilling system and cuttings are mixed with a fly-ash material prior to disposal.  
 
Chairman Compton inquired into the land uses of these sites after land application is complete. 
John Axelson answered that the land is typically used for agriculture and rangeland uses unless 
the soil type demands something else.  
 
One Year Later – September 2013 Floods 
 
John Axelson, COGCC East Environmental Supervisor, and Dave Kulmann, COGCC Deputy 
Director, presented an update on the Lessons Learned from the September, 2013 floods.  
 
John Axelson provided a description of COGCC responmto the flood reconstruction examples of 
infrastructure in flood impacted areas, including a tank battery with steel containment and 
anchors per Rule 603.g. and a tank battery with an elevated platform. Commissioner Craig 
asked whether the COGCC has any mandatory requirements if operations are within a known 
floodplain. John Axelson noted that even before the flooding, Rule 603.g. required strapping of 
tanks in floodplain or geologic hazard areas. Commissioners Spielman and Benton asked 
whether the built-up earthen berm, without any steel containment, would be enough to withstand 
flood waters. John Axelson responded that COGCC staff will be discussing building metal 
containment with operator, but this example was included to show that at some sites operators 
are trying to elevate tanks as a solution to potential flooding issues.  
 
Since the floods, staff has performed more than 3,500 inspections and are still doing follow-up 
inspections. In addition, all spills caused by the floods are now remediated and there were no 
impact to ground water. During the floods there were approximately 50 spill that have since 
been resolved.  Ninety-seven percent of wells impacted by the floods are now producing again 
and in compliance.  
 
The March 2014 Lessons Learned Report suggested regulatory changes regarding technical 
requirements such as upstream barrier, remote shut-in capabilities and flood-plain inventories. 
The report asked the Commission to decide whether a rulemaking was necessary. The policies 
and practices suggested in the report have been implemented by COGCC staff, such as 
developing BMPs, an internal emergency response plan, internal emergency policies and 
procedures during emergency, and developing relationships with local and state emergency 
coordinators. Eight of the nine policy recommendations will be completed by the end of this 
year. 
 
Dave Kulmann and Mike Leonard, COGCC Field Inspection Quality Assurance Supervisor, 
recently participated in a Local Emergency Preparedness conference. At that conference, 
Deputy Director Kulmann asked the attendees if they knew what the COGCC was and about 
one-third raised their hands. He also reported that COGCC staff has reached out to the counties 
that have oil and gas operations in the state to discuss their emergency procedures and explain 
COGCC’s procedures. From these meetings, we are developing an emergency plan that 
incorporates the local government’s input.  
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Chairman Compton asked whether the Commission needed to consider whether to undertake a 
rulemaking. Director Lepore noted that there are pros and cons to undergoing the 
recommendations in the lessons learned report; however, this is a decision for the Commission. 
Commissioner Spielman requested discussion among Commissioners regarding this potential 
rulemaking in order to have consistency and certainty for the public and industry.  
 
Commissioner Alward suggested that if the Task Force has recommendations for us regarding 
operations in a floodplain, the flood response rulemaking and those recommendations could be 
combined in one rulemaking. Commissioner Spielman recommended that in some shape or 
form, staff convene stakeholders and begin to give thought to potential regulations and bring 
that back to us to at a future hearing. Director Lepore stated that COGCC staff can be prepared 
to provide a response to the Commission for the January or February, 2015 hearing dates. 
Commissioner Craig questioned whether the Commission needed to wait for the Task Force 
before moving forward on these issues. Commissioner Alward noted that the Task Force might 
decide that there are times when operations in flood-plains should not occur at all; in addition, 
this might be an excellent opportunity to address operations in riparian zones. Chairman 
Compton was concerned about adding the riparian piece to this effort and stated that he 
believed it would be better served to deal with the two issues separately.  
 
The Commission directed staff to develop rulemaking recommendations by the 
January/February hearings to report the progress towards this rulemaking.  
 
Hearing Matters 
 
Docket No. 1404-OV-32 Think Oil 
 
Jeremy Ferrin, COGCC Enforcement Officer, inquired whether anyone was present from Think. 
No one was present from Think. Mr. Ferrin summarized the Order Finding Violation Request for 
the Commission.  
 
Think is a defunct operator of two wells in Moffat County and has failed to post adequate 
financial assurance pursuant to Rule 706.a. Staff is also requesting authority to plug and 
abandon these wells. Rule 706.a. requires a $20,000 financial assurance for wells drilled deeper 
than 3,000 feet. Ms. Ramos, COGCC Financial Assurance Supervisor, reviewed the financial 
assurance records Think’s wells and discovered that the Commission only has a $5,000 bond at 
each well. Since the principal’s death in 2009, Think has ceased conducting business. After 
staff’s communications with representatives of Think, Think does not oppose Commission using 
the $5,000 bonds to plug and abandon the wells.  
 
Staff requested an order to claim the existing financial assurance and associated interest. This 
case was the basis for a new policy regarding the Commission’s ability to take the interest in 
addition to the principal when foreclosing financial assurances. The order also requested the 
authority to plug and reclaim the wells, seize any equipment from the sites, approve expenditure 
of state funds if the bond is insufficient, and deny any future transfers or permits filed by Think 
unless they comply with the order.  
 
Commissioner Craig asked whether staff had an estimate of the cost for plugging and 
abandoning these wells. Mr. Ferrin responded that there are insufficient funds to plug and 
abandon. The interest is not a substantial amount and may not cover the amount of plugging 
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and abandoning. Director Lepore noted that the Commission does have a budget set aside for 
plugging and abandoning wells.   
 
Commissioner Wolk moved for approval of the Order Finding Violation. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Benton and approved unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Craig asked whether the COGCC has a method for evaluating which wells are 
no longer producing and whether that information can be used to go after operators before they 
become insolvent. Stuart Ellsworth, COGCC Engineering Manager, responded that COGCC 
staff looks at a variety of information through inspections, database queries, and financial 
assurance searches. These inquiries are now a greater priority, which is why the Commission is 
seeing so many of these types of cases of late.  
 
Docket No. 1406-OV-43 Texas Tea 
 
Jeremy Ferrin represented COGCC staff and Joseph C. Pierzchala represented Texas Tea in 
the parties’ presentation of the AOC. Bob Parker, principal of Texas Tea, appeared by phone.  
 
Mr. Ferrin summarized Texas Tea’s compliance history. They have been before the 
Commission on two prior separate enforcement matters. The first order imposed a penalty, a 
portion of which was suspended. After Texas Tea did not comply with this order, a second order 
rescinded four operating permits and revoked the company’s Form 10. Following the entry of 
these orders, there was a leak at one of Texas Tea’s facilities. Texas Tea began remediated the 
property, but could not transfer some of the product in order to finish remediatation. As a result, 
Director Lepore temporarily reinstated their Form 10. In February 2014, there was another 
enforcement matter and COGCC staff was left with the difficult choice of imposing a penalty and 
bankrupting the operator, leaving the state with 15 to 20 wells, or coming before the 
Commission with another creative solution.  Mr. Ferrin noted that this AOC represented Texas 
Tea’s last chance to return to compliance.  
 
Mr. Perizchala described the terms of the AOC. The AOC requires Texas Tea to bring all of its 
wells into compliance with the ultimate goal of selling the wells. On the prior AOCs, there was a 
suspended penalty of $70,000 which is still in place in addition to the $70,000 for the Rocky 
Mountain II well ($140,000 penalty), in addition to the work that needs to be done on the wells. 
The plan is to have the Form 10 reinstated to allow the Bio-Moore Well to start generating 
revenue and use that to finish the work on the Rocky Mountain II well and other wells. The Pace 
#2 Well is in compliance and is ready to be returned to production – the plan is to sell that Well. 
The AOC also requires Texas Tea to MIT the wells and otherwise bring the wells into 
compliance within six months. The goal is to sell the assets a year after the entry of the order. 
 
Commissioners Craig and Benton stated their concerns about selling the productive well and 
whether the Commission could ensure that the productive well would not be sold until all 
penalties are paid and the wells are in compliance. Commissioner Benton asked Director 
Lepore whether the state has ever taken over the operation of the well. Director Lepore 
responded that the state doesn’t typically operate wells and can’t regulate the purchase and 
sale agreement. He also noted that he wouldn’t have recommended this AOC without the 
operator’s show of good faith in cleaning up the Bio-Moore site. Chairman Compton inquired 
whether a lien could be put on the well. Director Wolk suggested that a performance bond be 
placed on the well.  
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Commissioner Spielman asked why the $70,000 penalty would be vacated. COGCC staff 
explained that the suspended $70,000 penalty was for the current violations and will be vacated 
to provide incentives to fully remediate and comply with the order. Commissioner Spielman 
noted that the case started out with a description of the operator’s poor compliance history and 
that he does not want to be part of giving a waiver to bad operators. Commissioner Alward 
suggested that the penalty increase if the deadlines are met. COGCC staff answered that under 
the current penalty authority, $70,000 is the maximum penalty the Commission can impose for 
this violation. Bob Parker, the principal for Texas Tea, explained that for years he has tried to 
perform a MIT and that he was unable to secure a contractor and he paid the penalty as soon 
as possible when he obtained funds.  
 
Commissioner Benton requested the paragraph 11 from the Findings portion of the AOC be 
moved into the Agreement portion for clarification purposes. Texas Tea did not object to this 
amendment to the order.  
 
Commissioner Benton moved to approve the AOC with the addition of paragraph 11 moved to 
the Agreement portion of the Order. Craig seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by 
Commissioners Compton, Hawkins, Benton and Craig.  Commissioners Alward and Spielman 
voted against the motion. Director King and Director Wolk abstained from voting on the motion.  
 
Executive Session 
 
Assistant Attorney General Jake Matter explained the basis for the Commission entering into 
executive session.  The purpose of the executive session, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-
402(3)(a)(II), was to discuss matters with the attorney representing the Commission, concerning 
matters that are subject to pending or imminent court action, concerning specific claims or 
grievances, or to receive legal advice on specific legal questions. 
 
Commissioner Benton moved that the Commission enter Executive Session to discuss matters 
listed in the Hearing Agenda as follows: 
 

●   COGCC et al. vs. City of Longmont, Our Health, Our Future, Our Longmont, Food & 
Water Watch, Sierra Club, and Earthworks, 2013CV63 (Boulder Dist. Ct.)  Status 
update.   
 

Commissioner Wolk seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.   
 
 
Hearing Matters (continued) 
 
Commissioner Spielman moved that the Commission exit Executive Session to discuss the 
remaining matters listed in the Hearing Agenda. Commissioner Alward seconded the motion 
and the motion was approved unanimously.  
 
Docket No. 1404-OV-34 Smith Oil 
 
Smith Oil Properties, Inc. presented on behalf of its application for an amendment to Order No. 
1V-457. Tom Tauskey, counsel for Smith Oil, explained that Smith was seeking an extension of 
time for corrective action deadline at the three wells addressed in the prior order. Smith 
requested the new deadlines of September 28, 2014 for the Lynn 1 Well and November 30, 
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2014 for the Andrews 12-18X and Andrews (Lanyward Waterflood) 22-18. Smith subsequently 
filed an amendment to further extend the deadline for the Andrews Well to March 15, 2014. Mr. 
Tauskey explained that the extension was necessary to avoid damage to crops and the 
amendment for a further extension was necessary to allow for potential weather complications.  
 
Commissioner Craig inquired whether Smith would wait until March 15, 2014 to complete the 
work or would do it earlier if possible. Mr. Tauskey answered that Smith would complete the 
plugging and abandoning as early as the crops and weather allowed. 
 
Commissioner Spielman moved to approve the Application. Commissioner Benton seconded 
the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.  
 
The Commission adjourned at approximately 1:50 p.m. 
 
The Secretary was therefore authorized to issue the following orders: 
 
Order No. 112-241, Docket No. 1309-AW-65, Ignacio-Blanco Field, La Plata County 
Approves Coleman Oil & Gas, Inc.’s request for an order to: 1) approve up to four additional infill 
wells in the N½ of Section 16, Township 33 North, Range 7 West, 6th P.M. (“Application 
Lands”), an approximate 320-acre drilling and spacing unit; 2) reduce the previously established 
outer boundary setback from 990 feet to 660 feet within the Application Lands; 3) eliminate any 
interior quarter section setbacks; and 4) limit surface locations to no more than four pads within 
the Application Lands. 
 
Order No. 547-13, Docket No. 1409-AW-23, Unnamed Field, Garfield County 
Approve WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 
Approve an additional 72 horizontal, directional, or vertical horizontal wells, for a total of up to 80 
horizontal, directional, or vertical horizontal wells within the approximate 2499.80-acre drilling 
and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the Mancos, Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively, 
the “Deep Formations”). 
 
Order No. 407-1100, Docket No. 1406-UP-162, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP’s request for an order to among other things: Pool 
all interests, including, but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral 
interests, in an approximate 480-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established 
for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation, 
effective as of the date of the Application. 
 
Order No. 407-1101, Docket No. 1406-UP-164, Wattenberg Field, Weld County  
Approves Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP’s request for an order to among other things: Pool 
all interests, including, but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral 
interests, in an approximate 240-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established 
for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell Formation, effective 
as of the date of the Application. 
 
Order No. 407-1102, Docket No. 1406-UP-165, Wattenberg Field, Weld County  
Approves Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP’s request for an order to among other things: Pool 
all interests, including, but not limited to, any nonconsenting interests and leased mineral 
interests, in an approximate 480-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established 
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for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation, 
effective as of the date of the Application. 
 
Order No. 510-68, Docket No. 1407-UP-196, Grand Valley Field, Garfield County 
Approves Caerus Piceance LLC’s request for an order to among other things: Subject any 
nonconsenting interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of 
the earlier of the date of the Application, or the date the costs are specified under §34-60-
116(7), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Island Ranch 23A-13 Well (API No. 05-
045-22400), Island Ranch 23B-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22403), Island Ranch 23C-13 Well (API 
No. 05-045-22399), Island Ranch 23D-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22393), Island Ranch 24A-13 
Well (API No. 05-045-22400), Island Ranch 24B-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22394), Island Ranch 
24C-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22404), and Island Ranch 24D-13 Well (API No. 05-045-22396). 
 
Order No. 407-1107, Docket No. 1409-UP-251, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Great Western Operating Company, LLC’s request for an order to among other 
things: Subject any nonconsenting interests in an approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit 
established for Section 16, Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M. to the cost recovery 
provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of the earlier of the date of the Application, or 
the date that any of the costs specified in §34-60-116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the 
drilling of the DeTienne FD 16-022HC Well (API No. 05-123-39630). 
 
Order No. 407-1108, Docket No. 1409-UP-252, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all 
interests in three approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units 
established for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and 
Niobrara Formations, effective as of the date of the Application. 
 
Order No. 407-1109, Docket No. 1409-UP-253, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all 
interests in an approximate 160-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for 
the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell Formation, effective as 
of the date of the Application. 
 
Order No. 407-1110, Docket No. 1409-UP-255, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all 
interests in an approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for 
the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations. 
 
Order No. 407-1111, Docket No. 1409-UP-256, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Synergy Resources Corporation’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool 
all interests in an approximate 320-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established 
for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations. 
 
Order No. 407-1112, Docket No. 1409-UP-258, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Synergy Resources Corporation’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool 
all interests in four approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units 
established for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell and 
Niobrara Formations. 
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Order No. 232-350, Docket No. 1409-UP-259, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP’s request for an order to among other things:  
Pool all interests in an approximate 160-acre designated wellbore spacing unit established for 
the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the J-Sand Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1113, Docket No. 1409-UP-260, Wattenberg Field, Broomfield & Weld Counties 
Approves Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas Onshore LP’s request for an order to among other things:  
Pool all interests in an approximate 640-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit 
established for the Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara 
Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1114, Docket No. 1409-UP-262, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves PDC Energy, Inc.’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in 
an approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1115, Docket No. 1409-UP-264, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Noble Energy, Inc’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in 
an approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1116, Docket No. 1409-UP-265, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves PDC Energy, Inc.’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in 
an approximate 400-acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1117, Docket No. 1409-UP-266, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Bonanza Creek Energy LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate 
two approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 407-501 for 
Sections 14 and 23, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 2) Vacate Order Nos. 407-642 
and 535-163, 407-661, and 407-662, as they apply to Section 23, Township 7 North, Range 62 
West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara 
Formation. 3) Vacate Order No. 407-661 as it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 
62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara 
Formation. 4) Vacate Order No. 407-662 as it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 
62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell 
Formation. 5) Establish an approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application 
Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations; 6) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 407-1118, Docket No. 1409-UP-267, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Noble Energy, Inc’s request for an order to among other things:  Declare Order No. 
407-2013 applicable to previously unlocatable parties, but not subject those parties to the cost 
recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7)(b), C.R.S.; 2) Pool all interests in two approximate 720-
acre designated horizontal wellbore spacing units established for the Application Lands, for the 
development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 535-549, Docket No. 1409-UP-268, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
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Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: Pool all 
interests in an approximate 960-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit established for the 
Application Lands, for the development and operation of the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1119, Docket No. 1409-UP-269, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves PDC Energy, Inc.’s request for an order to among other things:  Pool all interests in 
an approximate 160-acre designated wellbore spacing unit established for the Application 
Lands, for the development and operation of the Codell-Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1120, Docket No. 1409-UP-271, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC’s request for an order to among other things:  Subject any 
nonconsenting interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of 
the earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-60-
116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Baldon 31-1H Well (API No. Pending) 
and Baldon 31-2H Well (API No. Pending). 
 
Order No. 535-550, Docket No. 1409-UP-272, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC’s request for an order to among other things:  Subject any 
nonconsenting interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of 
the earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-60-
116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Loomis 2-3H Well (API No. 05-123-
39927) and Loomis 2-6H Well (API No. 05-123-39929). 
 
Order No. 535-551, Docket No. 1409-UP-273, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Red Hawk Petroleum, LLC’s request for an order to among other things:  Subject any 
nonconsenting interests to the cost recovery provisions of §34-60-116(7), C.R.S., effective as of 
the earlier of the date of the Application, or the date that any of the costs specified in §34-60-
116(7)(b), C.R.S., were first incurred for the drilling of the Green 1-2H Well (API No. 05-13-
39926) and Green 1-3H Well (API No. 05-123-39924). 

 
Order No. 547-16, Docket No. 1409-UP-276, Unnamed Field, Rio Blanco County 
Approve WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) 
Establish an approximate 600-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas, and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos, Niobrara, Frontier, 
Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively, the “Deep Formations”); and 2) Approve up to 
eight horizontal, vertical, and directional wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-552, Docket No. 1409-UP-278, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish 
an approximate 149-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production 
of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles (including the Sego 
Sandstone) Formations; 2) Approve up to four directional and vertical wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 527-16, Docket No. 1409-UP-279, Sulphur Creek  Field, Rio Blanco County 
Approve WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) 
Establish an approximate 149-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles (including 
the Sego Sandstone) Formations; 2) Approve up to four directional and vertical wells within the 
unit. 
 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

COGCC Minutes – September 15, 2014             Page 27 of 32 

Order No. 535-528, Docket No. 1407-SP-2081, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Carrizo Oil and Gas, Inc.’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate an 
approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-1 as to Section 26, 
Township 8 North, Range 61 West, 6th P.M., 2) Vacate an approximate 640-acre drilling and 
spacing unit established by Order No. 535-69 as to Section 35, Township 8 North, Range 61 
West, 6th P.M.; 3) Vacate Order No. 535-139 in its entirety; 4) Vacate Order No. 535-238 as it 
applies to Section 26, Township 8 North, Range 61 West, 6th P.M., 5) Establish an approximate 
960-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 6) Approve up to 16 horizontal wells for 
the approximate 960-acre drilling and spacing unit to be established for the Application Lands, 
for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 547-14, Docket No. 1409-SP-2103, Grand Valley Field, Garfield County 
Approve WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) 
Establish an approximate 1,770-acre exploratory drilling unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos (including the Sego 
Sandstone), Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively "Deep 
Formations"). 2) Approve up to 60 horizontal, vertical or directional wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-529, Docket No. 1409-SP-2104, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Foundation Energy Fund III-A, L.P., Foundation Energy Fund III-B Holding, L.L.C., 
Foundation Energy Fund IV-A, L.P., and Foundation Energy Fund IV-B Holding, L.L.C., by and 
through Foundation Energy Management, L.L.C.’s request for an order to among other things: 
1) Vacate an approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-418 
for Section 34, Township 8 North, Range 60 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-
acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 
 
Order No. 407-1103, Docket No. 1409-SP-2107, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Bonanza Creek Energy LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate 
Order No. 407-539; 2)  Establish an approximate 1280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the 
Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara 
and Codell Formations; 3) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 407-1104, Docket No. 1409-SP-2108, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Great Western Operating Company, LLC’s request for an order to among other 
things: 1) Vacate an approximate 320-acre drilling and spacing unit (“DSU #1”) established by 
Order No. 407-742 for Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Modify Order 
No. 407-742 to reflect a corrected acreage of 450 acres for the drilling and spacing unit (“DSU 
#2”) established for Sections 19 and 30, Township 6 North, Range 67 West, 6th P.M., 3) Vacate 
Order No. 407-851 in its entirety. 4) Modify DSU #2 to allow only one horizontal well, the 
Raindance FD 19-21HN Well (API No. 05-123-37633), within the approximate 450-acre drilling 
and spacing unit. 
 
Order No. 535-530, Docket No. 1409-SP-2109, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish 
an approximate 1280-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) Approve up 
to two horizontal wells within the unit. 
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Order No. 535-531, Docket No. 1409-SP-2110, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate a 
well exception location established by Order No. 535-101 for Section 31, Township 3 South, 
Range 64 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre exploratory drilling and 
spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated 
hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Approve up to two horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-532, Docket No. 1409-SP-2111, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things:  1) Vacate an 
approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 535-89 for Section 26, 
Township 3 South, Range 64 West, 6th P.M.; 3) Establish an approximate 1280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 3) Approve up to two horizontal wells 
within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-533, Docket No. 1409-SP-2112, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things:  1) Vacate two 
approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order No. 535-89 for Sections 
20 and 21, Township 3 South, Range 65 West, 6th P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 3) Approve up to two horizontal wells 
within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-534, Docket No. 1409-SP-2113, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish 
an approximate 1,280-acre exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for 
the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) Approve 
up to two horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-535, Docket No. 1409-SP-2116, Unnamed  Field, Adams County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate two 
approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order No. 535-89 for Sections 
32 and 33, Township 3 South, Range 65 West, P.M.; 2) Establish an approximate 1,280-acre 
exploratory drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of oil, gas and 
associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 3) Approve up to two horizontal wells 
within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-536, Docket No. 1409-SP-2117, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,366-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-537, Docket No. 1409-SP-2118, Unnamed  Field, Arapahoe County 
Approves ConocoPhillips Company’s request for an order to among other things: Modify Order 
No. 535-97 only to allow for the lateral of a given horizontal well to enter the Niobrara Formation 
anywhere within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-538, Docket No. 1409-SP-2119, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
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Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,343-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 407-1105, Docket No. 1409-SP-2120, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Bonanza Creek Energy LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate 
two approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 407-501 for 
Sections 14 and 23, Township 7 North, Range 62 West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas 
and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation. 2) Vacate Order Nos. 407-642 
and 535-163, 407-661, and 407-662, as they apply to Section 23, Township 7 North, Range 62 
West, 6th P.M. for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara 
Formation. 3) Vacate Order No. 407-661 as it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 
62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara 
Formation. 4) Vacate Order No. 407-662 as it applies to Section 14, Township 7 North, Range 
62 West, 6th P.M., for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell 
Formation. 5) Establish an approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application 
Lands, for the production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell and Niobrara 
Formations; 6) Approve up to four horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-539, Docket No. 1409-SP-2121, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-540, Docket No. 1409-SP-2123, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-541, Docket No. 1409-SP-2124, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,296-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-542, Docket No. 1409-SP-2125, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,300-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-543, Docket No. 1409-SP-2126, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,270-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
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Order No. 535-544, Docket No. 1409-SP-2127, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,270-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-545, Docket No. 1409-SP-2128, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,263-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-546, Docket No. 1409-SP-2129, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-547, Docket No. 1409-SP-2130, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 
 
Order No. 191-101, Docket No. 1409-SP-2131, Mamm Creek Field, Garfield County 
Approves Ursa Operating Company LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Vacate 
an approximate 320-acre drilling and spacing unit established by Order No. 191-90 for the S½ 
of Section 11, Township 6 South, Range 92 West, 6th P.M., for development and production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork and Iles Formations of the 
Mesaverde Group; 2)  Vacate an approximate 160-acre drilling and spacing unit established by 
Order No. 191-100 for the NE¼ of Section 11, Township 6 South, Range 92 West, 6th P.M., for 
development and production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams Fork 
and Iles Formations. 3) Establish an approximate 320-acre drilling and spacing unit for the 
Application Lands, for the production of gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Williams 
Fork and Iles Formations. 4) Approve up to one well per 10-acre well density within the unit. 
 
Order No. 535-548, Docket No. 1409-SP-2133, Unnamed Field, Weld County 
Approves Cirque Resources LP’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Establish an 
approximate 1,272-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Codell Formation; 2) Approve up to four 
horizontal wells within the unit. 

 
Order No. 407-1106, Docket No. 1409-SP-2134, Wattenberg Field, Weld County 
Approves Bill Barrett Corporation’s request for an order to among other things: 1) Maintain two 
approximate 640-acre drilling and spacing units established by Order Nos. 407-779 and 535-4 
for Sections 18 and 19, Township 6 North, Range 61 West, P.M., for the production of existing 
oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 2) Vacate Order Nos. 
407-825 and 535-385; 3) Vacate Order Nos. 407-824 and 535-384; 4) Establish an 
approximate 1,280-acre drilling and spacing unit for the Application Lands, for the production of 
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oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Niobrara Formation; 5) Approve up to eight 
horizontal wells within the 1280-acre drilling and spacing unit. 
 
Order No. 547-15, Docket No. 1409-SP-2136, Unnamed Field, Garfield County 
Approve WPX Energy Rocky Mountain, LLC’s request for an order to among other things: 1) 
Establish an approximate 2,400-acre exploratory drilling unit for the Application Lands, for the 
production of oil, gas and associated hydrocarbons from the Mancos, (including the Sego 
Sandstone) Niobrara, Frontier, Mowry, and Dakota Formations (collectively, the “Deep 
Formations”); 2) Approve up to 80 horizontal, directional, or vertical horizontal wells within the 
unit. 
 
Enforcement Orders  
 
Order No. 1V-458, Docket No. 1404-OV-32, Think Oil, Inc. 
Approves an Order Finding Violation against the Operator, a defunct corporation, and gives 
Commission staff the authority to plug and abandon the Operator’s wells.  

 
Order No. 1V-486, Docket No. 1404-OV-34/1V-457  Smith Oil Properties Inc.  
Approves Smith Oil Properties, Inc. (Operator No. 79905)’s Application for an amendment to 
Order 1V-457, pursuant to Rule 503.b.(10). 
 
Order No. 1V-485, Docket No. 1406-OV-43  Texas Tea of Colorado LLC 
Approves an AOC with Texas Tea (Operator No. ). Given this operator’s compliance history, 
and the non-standard nature of the proposed AOC, this matter will be presented for Commission 
approval with an opportunity for discussion.  
 
Order No. 1V-480, Docket No. 1406-OV-47  Julander Energy Company 
Approves an AOC with Julander Energy Company imposing a $15,000 penalty for two violations 
of Rule 326.b.(1) at the Coffeepot Springs Well and Yellow Cat Well in Moffat County. The AOC 
allows for a payment plan of five payments of $3,000 over seven months.  
 
Order No. 1V-482, Docket No. 1407-OV-56  ME III Corporation 
Pursuant to Rule 522.c., the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission Staff will apply to 
the Commission for an Order Finding Violation against ME III Corporation (Operator No. 52060).   
 
Order No. 1V-475, Docket No. 1409-OV-60  Carrizo Oil and Gas Inc.  
Pursuant to Rule 522.c., the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission Staff will apply to 
the Commission for an Order Finding Violation (“OFV”) against Carrizo Oil and Gas Inc. 
(Operator No. 10338), pursuant to the allegations made in the Notice of Alleged Violation 
(“NOAVs”). 
 
Order No. 1V-481, Docket No. 1409-OV-62  Tekton Windsor LLC 
Approves an AOC with Tekton Windsor LLC  (Operator No. 10392) imposing a $2,000 fine for a 
violation of Rule 318Ae(4) because the Tekton did not submit analytical results of baseline 
groundwater samples or submit a Sundry Notice requesting an exception to this rule before 
spudding the first wells on two separate locations in Weld County. 
 
Order No. 1V-479, Docket No. 1409-OV-65  ConocoPhillips Company 




