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STATEMENT 

As a longtime resident of Silt Mesa I am writing this statement to express my concern over Antero Resources request to 
increase natural gas well density from 160 acres to 10 acres in sections across Silt Mesa and Peach Valley. I grew up on 
Silt Mesa, went to school in the area, and built a home here with my family. Having lived here for over 40 years I have 
seen firsthand many changes to the area. Garfield County has gone through its share of economic boom and bust from oil 
shale exploration, coal, oil and gas development. While these industries have brought jobs and infrastructure into the area 
they have a history of also leaving behind economic collapse, environmental contamination, resource destruction and 
social upheaval. This scenario is repeated across the nation and planet. We are in a time in our history when every viable 
energy source is necessarily being explored to meet our ballooning energy needs. This exploration must be done with 
common sense and a close examination of the lasting impacts resource extraction has on the lives of those affected and the 
natural environment they depend upon. 

Antero's request to increase well density is inappropriate for an agricultural and residential area such as Silt Mesa and 
Peach Valley. These areas have become increasingly built up into residential subdivisions and small farming and 
ranching operations and many other supporting businesses. Silt Mesa and Peach Valley residents have built their 
livelihoods on the agricultural and rural characteristics of this land. Our lives are invested in retaining the health and 
productiveness of these characteristics. This will not be possible in a land dotted with well pads, new roads and pipelines, 
contaminated with spills and seeps, and inundated with heavy truck traffic, noise and dust. Residents of the area, 
understandably have concerns for their health and safety when their place of residence is transformed into an industrial 
zone. Ten acre well densities may be appropriate in more remote sections of the County but wiII severely impact those of 
us who have made Silt Mesa and Peach Valley our home. 

I strongly urge the Colorado Oil and Gas Commission to reject Antero's request for 10 acre well spacing, and keep the 
spacing at 160 acres. To do otherwise will invite years oflegal challenges, bitter public relations battles and fill the 
community with unnecessary social, political, economic and environmental strife. Over the long term, a few mineral 
rights owners and gas companies will have larger bank accounts and some transient jobs will have been created. but most 
of us we will be left with landscapes and livelihoods unrecognizable and severely degraded from those we have today. 
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